Fish and Wildlife Board Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, April 10, 2024

The Vermont Fish and Wildlife Board held an in-person meeting at 5:00 pm on Wednesday,
April 10, 2024, at the Vermont Policy Academy, 317 Academy Road, Pittsford, VT 05763. A
recording of the meeting is available on the department’s YouTube channel.

Agenda

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes (February 21, 2024)

Public Comments (Limited to 2-minutes per speaker)

Petition Regarding Commercial Fishing, Pan Fish, and Crappie

Petition Regarding Duck Blinds and Various Hunting Regulations

Department Recommendation on Petition Regarding Youth Hunt of a Lifetime for Moose
2024 Migratory Game Bird Hunting Seasons — Final Vote

2024 Moose Hunting Season — Final VVote

Presentation on Wildlife Rehab in Vermont

Commissioner’s Update

CoNo~WNE

Board Members Present: Brian Bailey, Michael Bancroft, Nicholas Burnham, Jamie Dragon,
Brad Ferland (Chair), Paul Noel, Robert Patterson, Jay Sweeny, Martin VVan Buren

Virtual: David Deen, Allison Frazier, Michael Kolsun

Absent: Neal Hogan, Bryan McCarthy

Department Staff Present: Commissioner Christopher Herrick, General Counsel for the
Agency of Natural Resources Catherine Gjessing, Wildlife Director John Austin, Game Warden
Colonel Justin Stedman, Fisheries Program Manager Margaret Murphy, Game Warden Major
Sean Fowler, Migratory Game Bird Project Leader Andrew Bouton, Deer and Moose Project
Leader Nick Fortin, Lieutenant Game Warden Wesley Butler, Game Warden Abigail Serra,
Game Warden Dustin Circe, Game Warden Justin Goodwin, Principal Assistant Abigail
Connolly

Virtual: Fish Division Director Eric Palmer, Fish Program Manager Maureen Lynch,

Fisheries Biologist Jud Kratzer, Wildlife Specialist Josh Blouin, Fisheries Scientist

Shawn Good

Members of the Public Present: Justin Lindholm, Bill Kirby, Rod Coronado, Joey Davis, Bob
Galvin, Jason Stevens
Virtual: Dennis Thomson, Eric Bachofner, Karen E. Rose, Brian O’Gorman, Travis
George, Tyler, Jacobe, Cole Tupper, Ed

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 pm



Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes

Board Member Bailey moved to approve the February 21, 2024 meeting minutes. Board Member
Sweeny seconded the motion. The Board voted to approve the minutes (12-0).

Public Comment Period

Justin Lindholm, Mendon, regarding S.258

Rod Coronado, Orange, regarding Eastern Mallards

Brian O’Gorman, Readsboro Falls, regarding fish populations
Dennis Thomson, Westminster, regarding S.258

The recording of the public comments and the meeting can be viewed here.

Petition Regarding Commercial Fishing, Pan Fish, and Crappie

Jason Stevens discussed the petition, which is included below. A video of Dennis Thomson was
shown to explain the petition further. Board Member Sweeny asked the petitioners questions
about where the data of sold VT fish came from and what NH has seen happen after regulating
commercial fishing. Board Member Sweeny moved to have the department come back to the
Board with a recommendation regarding the petition in May 2024. Board Member Dragon
seconded the motion. Board Member Deen made a friendly amendment to include a discussion
about the North American model and how it affects the sale of wild fish when the department
comes back with a recommendation. Board Members Sweeny and Dragon agreed with the
friendly amendment. The Board voted to approve the motion.

Petition Regarding Duck Blinds and Various Hunting Regulations

Bill Kirby presented the petition, which is included below. Board Member Dragon asked the
petitioner questions about the use of duck blinds on WMAs.

The Board recessed at 5:53 pm and returned at 6:30 pm. Board Member Deen left the meeting at
5:53 pm.

Board Member Bancroft moved to have the department come back to the Board with a
recommendation regarding the petition in May 2024. Board Member Burnham seconded the
motion. The Board voted to approve the motion (11-0).


https://vtfishandwildlife.com/about-us/fish-and-wildlife-board

Department Recommendation on Petition Regarding Youth Hunt of a Lifetime for Moose

Commissioner Herrick presented the department’s recommendation on the petition, which is
included below. The Board Members asked questions about the moose rule and how often it is
opened. Board Member Sweeny moved to address the petition when the moose rule is opened in
2025. Board Member Bailey seconded the motion. The Board voted to approve the motion (11-
0).

2024 Migratory Game Bird Hunting Seasons — Final VVote

Andrew Bouton presented the changes to the initial recommendations previously presented to the
Board, due to public input. The recommendations are included below. Chair Ferland asked about
the Eastern Mallard bag limits. Board Member Noel moved to accept the 2024 migratory game
bird hunting seasons recommendations as presented. Board Member VVan Buren seconded the
motion. The Board vote to accept the motion (11-0).

Board Member Frazier left the meeting at 6:50 pm.

2024 Moose Hunting Season — Final Vote

Nick Fortin reported that no changes were made to the 2024 moose hunting season after the
public comment period. The recommendation can be seen below. Chair Ferland asked the effect
of winter ticks on harvest numbers. Board Member Bailey moved to accept the 2024 moose
hunting season recommendations as presented. Board Member Van Buren seconded the motion.
The Board moved to approve the motion (10-0).

Presentation on Wildlife Rehab in Vermont

Dustin Circe introduced the wildlife rehabbers presenting, Karen Rose and Medora Plimpton,
and Josh Blouin, the department’s representative on the Wildlife Rehab Governance Board. The
presentation is included below. The Board Members asked questions about how citizens get
animals to rehabbers, how many animals can be rehabbed at a time, the specifics of how wildlife
is rehabbed, when wildlife is released, vets who work with wild animals, and how the public is
educated.



Commissioner’s Update

Commissioner Herrick gave an update on legislative activities affecting the department,
including Salisbury Fish Hatchery, funding for an additional warden position, and S.258.
Commissioner Herrick announced that Catherine Gjessing is now the General Counsel for the
Agency of Natural Resources and he is working on hiring a new General Counsel for the
department. Commissioner Herrick thanked Catherine Gjessing for the hard work done with the
department, the Board, and rulemaking.

Motion To Adjourn:

The Board voted to adjourn the meeting at 7:23 pm.



To Vermont Fish and Wildlife Board and staff:

We Ask that the above look at and consider this pettition to end commercial fishing and to put limits on
pan fish as well as take crappie off of the pan fish list and put on the game fish list,

As | am sure most of you know many of us are against commercial fishing because we have seen what
damage its done to public fisheries, lowering the quality and in many cases quantity of fish which can
directly effect other species of fish and wildlife , fish have been found to be sold from waters that are
from no keep fish zones because of poisons like PCBs and other chemicals ,wouldn’t you think people
eating these fish would want to know this ? ny game wardens have caught guys doing so with intent to
sell these fish , there also is no record of where these commercial fisherman catch the fish they sell so
there is no biological data to help monitor this , they charge a fee to run a fishing derby or tournament
and require the tournament directors to report the fish that were taken so they can use it as biological
data, this does not make a lot of sense to us. to not require the same from commercial fishing where it
has been found that annual average of 394,772 pounds of fish are sold to buyers in Vermont, the
commercial fisherman don’t have to claim this on there taxes even though some make up to 300 a day
catching fish , and it is not very well regulated and we are sure the numbers above are not very accurate
because some buyers fudge the numbers so they can make more money with out paying as much tax,
There is also many who sell privatley that are not recorded because there not lisensed fish buyers, in the
vermont laws it states that. A person selling fish must provide info about their fish selling, this is not
being done at all

Biologically it has stunted many populations of fish in many waters, and because of this its been
found that commercial fisherman have now expanded there range to places like the Connecticut river
and NH and NY waters breaking the law and taking buckets and buckets over the legal limits , some have
been caught and prosecuted but many get away with it , if we didn’t have buyers it would eliminate
much of this. This is public knowledge that many game wardens can tell you from all 3 states.

NH saw this was not good in 2005 ,here is the data we got from NH fish and wildlife-
PART Fis 403 LIMITS FOR PARTICULAR SPECIES

Yellow Perch (Perca flavescens)
Sunfish (Lepomis auritus, Lepomis gibbosus, Lepomis macrochirus)
Horned Pout (Ictalurus nebulosus, Ictalurus natalis)

Proposed Administrative Rule:

(a) The daily bag limit for yellow perch shall be 50.

(b) The daily bag limit for sunfish shall be 50 fish.

(c) The daily bag limit for horned pout shall be 50 fish.

(d) There shall be no length or weight limits for yellow perch, sunfish and horned pout.

Justification for Administrative Rule Change: These freshwater species of fish have commercial value and
therefore are targeted, or have the potential, for harvest from New Hampshire waters for the purpose of
being sold to fish processors in other states, which is a violation of RSA 207:2. Setting a daily bag limit
for these species is intended to reduce commercial harvest interests.

Administrative Rule Proposal Submitted by: Inland Fisheries Division



These limits have changed since then and are now White and Yellow Perch, Black Crappie, Sunfish,
Horned Pout -25 fish each species daily limit; no more than 50 fish total combined; no length or weight
limits.

In Vermont there is no limit on blue gill or sun fish and here is the current limits in vt =crappie 25 must
be 8 inches

yellow perch 50

horn pout, blue gill, sun fish and pumpkin seeds no limits or regulations.

By getting rid of commercial fishing in the inland waters as well as any part of the connecticut river it
would make the game wardens job much easier .

Bellow are some links on data found in many states showing how taking to many Bluegills can stunt
populations especially the big males which bring in more money per pound for commercial fishing.

We need to set better limits on these fish much like NH. and it would be very good to do like many states
have done and take crappie off of the pan fish list and place them in the game fish list where they
belong, why are we allowing this activity to rape our public waters for profit, we don’t allow it with our
wildlife , and we feel it goes against the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation, and like we said
above we have no inspections of fish that are sold for human consumption but we have usda to check
our beef pork and poultry, this make no sense to us . we need to protect our waters so our future
fisherman can enjoy what we have for years to come, | urge you all to make theses changes soon.

https://www.themeateater.com/fish/freshwater/cash-for-crappie-the-complex-world-of-recreational-
fish-sales

https://www.reformer.com/opinion/letters/letter-vermont-should-limit-commercial-
fishing/article_44840f2a-bdba-11ed-a078-2b7c¢107dc60f.html

https://www.bassresource.com/fish_biology/bluegill.htmI?fbclid=IwAR3VpvviWe5rceqKeQpABwopWAC
FoWtqtnaefsBKKq5s7cwadjMn90Of6WjE

Thanks for considering and looking into this and thanks for the good job you all do
Jason J Stevens
signatures who support this pettition :

Name City State  Postal Code CountrySigned On

Jason Stevens poultney VT us 2/8/2024

James Knox Rutland VT 5701 US 2/8/2024

kaineen anderson Rutland VT 5701 US 2/8/2024

dennis thomson Bellows Falls VT 5101 US 2/8/2024

Duane Perkins Bellows falls VT 5301 US 2/8/2024
Dana Morey  Bellows Falls VT 5101 US 2/8/2024
Annette Stone Bellows Falls VT 5101 US 2/8/2024
Robert Pratt  RutlandVT 5701 US 2/8/2024

Matt Spirowski Queensbury  NY 12804 US 2/8/2024



Staci Bickford  Wells 5774
Rick Grant Waterbury Center
Wally Kangas  Chester VT 5143
Kyan Mcphee RutlandVT 5701
Michael Jasensky Torrington
Jacobe Maynard Rutland VT
Kati Mcphee

Justin Kelley  Schuylerville  NY
John Stevens  Rutland VT 1501
Dan bushey Vergennes VT
Kelton Brooks West Rutland VT
Zachary Patch RutlandVT 5701
Josh Stevens  West Hartford CT
William Rice  New York NY
Tyler Wood New York VT
Myles Roberts Granville NY
Trinity corlew  Granville NY
Michael Kuster Plymouth NC
Zachary Bickford VT
Nancy Holcomb Pawlet VT 5761
Amaris Lapierre Granville NY
Ryan Johnson Lake George  NY
Robert Booth Barre 5641
Vicky Mattison Glens Falls NY
Edward Willis  Rutland VT 5701
jill angelichio  charlotte

Joe Greco Queensbury NY
Lucas LivingstonBristol VT 5443
Jay Carleton Rutland VT 5701
Thatcher Trudeau Salisbury
Michaela Rathbun Granville
Cullen Hathaway Salisbury
Dawn Mulcahy Granville NY
Travis Manning Essex Junction VT
Tyler Ask Waitsfield VT
William Forbes West Hartford CT
Kevin Frederick Hampton NY
David Livingston VT
Christopher Bergeron VT
Derek Holmes Granville NY
Skyler Bickford RutlandVT 5701
Cheyenne Rockford VT
Evan LethbridgeBarre 5641
Kilboy Merriam Rutland VT 5701
maddie barott Minneapolis

Zachary Colvin Fort Edward NY
Cole Tupper New York NY
Diane Colvin  Queensbury  NY

us
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us
us
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us
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us
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2/8/2024
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us 2/8/2024
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us 2/8/2024
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us 2/8/2024
us 2/8/2024
us 2/8/2024
us 2/8/2024
2/8/2024

us 2/8/2024
us 2/8/2024
2/8/2024

us 2/8/2024
2/8/2024

us 2/8/2024
us 2/8/2024
2/8/2024
2/8/2024
5769 US
12832 US
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us 2/8/2024
us 2/8/2024
Us  2/9/2024
us 2/9/2024
us 2/9/2024
us 2/9/2024
us 2/9/2024
us 2/9/2024
2/9/2024

us 2/9/2024
2/9/2024
2/9/2024

us 2/9/2024
us 2/9/2024
Us  2/9/2024
Us  2/9/2024

2/8/2024

2/8/2024

2/8/2024
2/8/2024
2/8/2024



Brian Manney Queensbury NY
Morgan Lynk  Bristol VT 5443
GENA JOHNSON Belton

Olivia Kicas Hanover

Clinton Pecor Charlestown  NH
Renee Paddock Queensbury  NY
Cobi Badger  Shelburne VT
Cyrus Devine  Bristol VT 5443
David Sesselman Schuylerville
andy williams  Granville NY
Alexis AndersonRock Island

David Yerke Latham NY 12110
Crystal Thomson Lyme NH

Jamie Thomson South Royalton

Nathan Egan  Hadley NY 12835
John Viaris Plymouth NH
John Jones Rutland VT 5701
Tyrell Stroman Fort Ann NY
Kevin Shepard Londonderry VT
Karl Wentworth New York NY
Luke Martin Putney VT 5346
Julie Kenyon  Chester VT 5143
Tim Thomas  Ontario NY 14519
Nicole Gonzalez 34771
Tyler Bartholomew Schuylerville
Adam Kaluba Burleson TX
Laurie Ellis Port Charlotte FL
Virginia Stevens Rutland VT 5701
David Morey Bellows Falls VT
Bret Williams Goshen VT 5733
Stephanie Bussino Rutland VT
james vladyka benson VT 5743
jason leclerc  Perkinsville VT
Ron Wagner Nescopeck Pass PA
Gary Gage Putney VT 5346
David DusseaultTaunton MA
Dylan Welch  New York NY
Walter fitzgerald Cohoes

Bruce Wakefield Bellows falls
Elizabeth Kasiski Manahawkin
Michele Lanfair Claremont NH
George Mentiply Hoosick Falls
Brandon Parker Vermont VT
Jesse Hults Benson VT 5743
Sean Therrien Whitehall NY
Gary Lionel Roy AlachuaFL 32615
Shannon Babbie Orwell VT
Gentry Dugan "Willis, Tx" TX
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us
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us 2/9/2024
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2/9/2024

us 2/10/2024
2/10/2024

us 2/10/2024
2/10/2024

us 2/10/2024

us 2/10/2024
2/10/2024

us 2/10/2024

us 2/10/2024

us 2/10/2024

5101 US 2/10/2024
8050 US 2/10/2024
us 2/10/2024
12090 US 2/10/2024
us 2/10/2024
2/10/2024

us 2/10/2024
2/10/2024

us 2/10/2024

us 2/10/2024



Stephen Beayon Putney VT
Mike Falco Ankeny IA 50023
Peter Porter  Hurdle Mills NC
Heidi Polk

Mike Blatt Lebanon NH
Tina Mattison Whitehall NY
Andrew Floyd

Gordon McPhee North Troy
Matthew Retaleato Rutland VT
Ashley Norton Meriden CT
Tiffany Foster Washington DC
Fred Powers Nashua NH 3060
Jen Parker Rutland VT 5701
Ashlee Robbins New Britain CcT
Erin Reed Rutland VT 5701
Kayleigh Manning Millbrook
Jennifer Mulligan Modena
Lydia Kirk

Isaiah Wakefield Providence
GameCircle GameCircle

Paul Bemis Walpole NH
Max Moynihan Glens Falls NY

lube BubmanskiNew Port Richey

Michael Dame
Mike Bessette

Brandon

VT

South Burlington

Olivia Loupe  Hollister CA
Bradley Shaver Glens falls NY
Alana Preziosi Swedesboro  NIJ
Shaday Berrios Brownwood  TX
Chris McEwen Fairfax VT 5454
June MacArthurPort Orchard WA
Mikelyn Stewart Poultney
Monica Zavala-Arias Riverside
Thomas Baldwin Rockingham
Erin Hunter Springfield VT
Gary Andreoff PhoenixAZ 85026
Jason Stone Plattsburgh NY
marlowe lang Evanston IL
Musttafa De los santos The Bronx
Dev Alwine ChicagolL 60014
Zach Merriam Rutland VT 5701
Kyle Roberts  Rutland VT 5701
Chad Morris ~ Rutland VT 5701
Dan Brock Auburn NY 13021
Rodney ElImer Southington  CT
Meghan Johnson Brandon

Eric Greene New York NY
Wyatt Lufkin ~ Fort Edward NY

5346
us
27541
us
3766
12887
us
VT
5701
6451
20011
us
us
6053
us
AL

us
VT

3608
12801
FL
5778
VT
95023
12801
8085
76801
us
98366

5156
us
12901
60201
NY
us
us
us
us
us
6489
VT
10065
12828

us 2/10/2024
2/10/2024

Us  2/10/2024
2/10/2024

us 2/10/2024

us 2/10/2024
2/10/2024

5859  US 2/11/2024
us 2/11/2024

us 2/11/2024

us 2/11/2024
2/11/2024

2/11/2024

us 2/11/2024
2/11/2024

36054 US 2/11/2024
12548 US 2/11/2024
2/11/2024

5156  US 2/11/2024
us 2/12/2024

us 2/12/2024

us 2/12/2024

34655 US 2/12/2024
us 2/12/2024

5403 US 2/12/2024
us 2/12/2024

us 2/12/2024

us 2/12/2024

us 2/13/2024
2/13/2024

uUS 2/13/2024

5764 US 2/13/2024
92507 US 2/13/2024
5101 US 2/13/2024
us 2/13/2024
2/13/2024

us 2/13/2024

us 2/13/2024

10467 US 2/13/2024
2/13/2024

2/13/2024

2/13/2024

2/13/2024

2/13/2024

us 2/14/2024

5733 US 2/14/2024
us 2/14/2024

us 2/14/2024



Linus Sante Queensbury  NY 12804 US 2/14/2024
Jacob Boule Thetford CenterVT 5075 US 2/15/2024

Rob Parker Castleton VT 5735 US 2/15/2024
Franklin WarrenHartland VT 5048 US 2/15/2024
Nico Calderon Danby NY 5739 US 2/15/2024

Anthony Livolsi Walpole NH 3608 US 2/15/2024

Dana Fournier Chestnut Hill MA 2467 US 2/15/2024
Anna Kremer  Burlington VT 5401 US 2/15/2024
Shawn Bagley West Rutland VT 5777 US 2/15/2024
Eric Halperin ~ Morrisville VT 5661 US 2/15/2024
Johnny Butler Quincy MA 2169 US 2/15/2024

Joe Benoit Lebanon NH 3766 US 2/15/2024

Justin Harley  Colchester VT 5446 US 2/15/2024
Brandon Frank South burlington VT 5403 US 2/15/2024
Chris Roberts us 2/15/2024

Andrew lanni  Randolph Center VT 5061 US 2/15/2024
Christian Poupart GeorgiaVT 5478 US 2/15/2024

jim A langlois  Whitehall NY 12887 US 2/15/2024

Daniel Bennett North ferrisburgh VT 5473 US 2/15/2024

Meagan Keith Ludlow VT 5149 US 2/15/2024

Scott Mackner Minneapolis  MN 55429 US 2/15/2024

Corey Bechtold Big Lake MN 55309 US 2/15/2024

Marcus Garrow Plattsburgh NY 12901 US 2/15/2024

Kerry Bechtold Richmond MN 56368 US 2/15/2024
Jennifer Bacik Buffalo MN 55313 US 2/15/2024

Edmond Francis South Burlington VT 5403 US 2/15/2024
Chris Cook Bennington VT 5201 US 2/15/2024

Colby Sprenkel Selinsgrove 17870 PA 19145 US 2/15/2024
Andrew Walker Maple Plain MN 55359 US 2/15/2024

Heath Butler  Starksboro VT 5487 US 2/15/2024

Logan Bathalon Syracuse NY 13204 US 2/16/2024

Greg Bodle Big Lake MN 55309 US 2/16/2024

Ryan Zdenek  MinongWI 54859 US 2/16/2024

Nathan Pallutto Rutland VT 5701 US 2/16/2024

Brandon Wallace Ray OH 45672 US 2/16/2024
Parker Skajewski Sartell MN 56377 US 2/16/2024
Barbara Lynch Putney VT 05346-8796  US 2/16/2024
Alisa SzydlowskiBrandon VT 5733 US 2/17/2024

Jordan Bresette Boston MA 2119 US 2/17/2024
Sean Benware Bellows Falls VT 5101 US 2/17/2024

Paul Snide Anderson SC 29621 US 2/17/2024

Paula Sargent-Vanasse Fuquay-Varina NC 27526 US 2/17/2024
Clement Coburn Brattleboro VT 5301 US 2/17/2024
Danielle Sheldrick 973A Route 144 BensonVT 5743 US 2/17/2024
Sean Hesse Rutland VT 5701 US 2/17/2024

David Washburn Bellows Falls VT 5101 US 2/17/2024

Christopher Thomas Putney VT 5346 US 2/17/2024
Joshua WilliamsBellows falls VT 5101 US 2/17/2024



Bruce Merriam Springfield

VT

Don Washburn Bentley Creek PA

Brad Lockwood Pembroke ME
Frances Wheeler Springfield
Gigi Hadid Pawtucket RI
Jeffrey Leonard Rutland VT 5701
Travis Farrar Brattleboro VT
Mark Green Claremont NH
Dakota BrennenNorthumberland
Tyler Kimball  Springfield VT
Kalynn Damian Claremont NH
Fred Greenwood Claremont
Terry Lynch Springfield VT
Justen Brooks Shelburne falls MA
Lucas Thomson Bellows Falls VT

Crown Point IN
NH

Ali Morrow
Kurt Twombly Claremont
James Charles Pallutto jr.

Theresa Elmer Northfield VT
Tony Lentini Snellville GA
Matthew Smith Marlow NH 3456
Eddie Cutler  Winchester NH
Tabatha Cornell Newport VT
Terry Hodgdon Putney VT 5346
Andrew Rogers Lyme NH 3768
Michael Butler Canaan VT 5903
Lee Stoodley = Westminster VT
Annette Turner RutlandVT 5701
Joe Gethins Stillwater NY
Darlene Vick  Fort Morgan CO
Alisa Buffum  Bellows Falls VT
Daniel Houg  Baltic SD 57003
Bob Potter Sharon VT 5065
Chris Luce Montpelier VT
Maxwell Flynn  Bristol VT 5443
Raymond Occaso Lyndonville
Zachary Mcnaughton  Claremont
Josh Phillips

John Dick Mexico MO 65265
william Langston Salisbury
Jason Britton  Philadelphia  PA
Christopher Koledo Springfield

5156
16925
4666
VT
2860
us
5301
3743
PA
5150
3743
NH
5156
1370
5101
46307
3743

Murrells Inlet

5663
30039
us
3470
5855
us
us
us
5158
us
12170
80701
5101
us
us
5602
us
VT
NH
us
us
NC
19143
VT

us 2/17/2024

us 2/17/2024

us 2/17/2024

5156 US 2/17/2024
us 2/17/2024
2/17/2024

us 2/17/2024

us 2/18/2024

17857 US 2/18/2024
us 2/18/2024

us 2/18/2024

3743  US 2/18/2024
us 2/18/2024

us 2/18/2024

us 2/18/2024

us 2/18/2024

us 2/18/2024

sC 29576 US 2/18/2024
us 2/18/2024

us 2/18/2024
2/18/2024

Us  2/18/2024

Us  2/19/2024
2/19/2024

2/19/2024

2/19/2024

Us  2/19/2024
2/19/2024

Us  2/19/2024

usS 2/19/2024

usS 2/20/2024
2/21/2024

2/22/2024

us 2/22/2024
2/22/2024

5851 US 2/22/2024
3743 US 2/22/2024
2/22/2024

2/23/2024

28146 US 2/23/2024
us 2/24/2024

5156  US 2/25/2024



the last 5 years 2018-2022 commercial pan fish that were bought that is recorded by registered fish
buyers

yellow perch-701,001 pounds an average of 140,200 pounds a yr
white perch- 74,929 pounds an average of 14,985 pounds a yr
bluegill sunfish -466,734 pounds an average of 93,346 pounds per yr
crappie- 62,555 pounds an average of 12,511 pounds per year

there were 11 to 17 registered buyers in the state in this time frame and they bought a total of
1,305,219 yellow and white perch, crappie, and blue gill and sun fish , if you figure at $1.50 a pound
average paid for these fish that equates to $1,957,828 paid out to sellers of untaxed revenue, these
are under the table cash transactions that have put a lot of money in peoples pockets at the
expense of recreational angling opportunities, some of this tax money possibly could of helped with
fish management like keeping hatcherys open .

the only other fish or wildlife that is like this is trapping for profit but they must have a trapping
license, take a course and be certified, they have quotas, the animals are inspected and
mandatory reporting and tagging, it is highly regulated unlike commercial fishing .

Any time you put a monetary value on something like this it usually leads to bad behaviors and
activities and greed with people taking limitless amounts of many of these fish species for money in
an unregulated fashion which leads to sitsuations where the publics enjoyment of quality fishing
opportunities is diminished and negatively impacted.

Ponds have been altered in quality and size structure from over harvests at the commercial
level, but no attention has been paid to it in terms of monitoring these populations so it is difficult to
show any data on it, but many of us who fish a lot and know vermont waters have watched what
happens and if you all would ask the public and listen to them i am sure you will here many negative
stories of how commercial fishing has neggatively impacted the fishery, and wuality of anjoyment
by anglers.

it has been proven all over the country time and time again that removing to many larger species of
pan fish can and does stunt popultation and they most time will never recover unless poisoned or
killed and basically start from scratch.

the way commercial fishing is so loosley controled in vermont with very bad book keeping or
biological data like how many of any species it taken out of each water body is hurting waters , we
need good data to biologically know what this does to fisherys and manage them accordingly .

commercial fishing over the years has caused other neggative things such as people fighting over
spots, illegal limits, fishing in nh where itis illegal and causes wardens to have more work .

then there is the public health issues, it is known that illegal selling from waters in ny labels no take
zones because of pcbs and other poisons are being sold for human consumption, and there is no
usda to test fish like there is with poultry and livestock .

we also need to look at making better limits on our pan fish, and possibly putting crappie on the
game fish list or all pan fish for that matter, they have become as popular to sportsman as most any



other game fish since dave gentz started the pan fish revolution , it wasa great thing because it took
a lot of preasure off of the larger species that take a lot longer to grow and rebound from fishing,
heres what nh vs vermonts limits are , we should do something more like nh and other states do,
there is only 7 states that have no limits on gills and we are one of them .

nh laws which is connecticut river and all set backs pretty much except for retreat- White and
Yellow Perch, Black Crappie, Sunfish, Horned Pout -25 fish each species daily limit; no more than
50 fish total combined; no length or weight limits

vt laws on pan fish crappie 25 must be 8 inches
yellow perch 50
horn pout, blue gill, sun fish and punkin seeds no limits or regulations

many other states knew commercial fishing was bad like our neighbor NH, Here is what NH did
because of Vermont’s commercial fishing , knowing before 2005 it was a bad thing, it forced them
to change there limits to make it less attractive to do over there , but it doesn’t stop these guys,
every year they catch guys with buckets full over the limits who go to VT and sell them . here is the
rule changein NH ....... PART Fis 403 LIMITS FOR PARTICULAR SPECIES

Yellow Perch (Perca flavescens)
Sunfish (Lepomis auritus, Lepomis gibbosus, Lepomis macrochirus)
Horned Pout (Ictalurus nebulosus, Ictalurus natalis)

Proposed Administrative Rule:

(a) The daily bag limit for yellow perch shall be 50.

(b) The daily bag limit for sunfish shall be 50 fish.

(c) The daily bag limit for horned pout shall be 50 fish.

(d) There shall be no length or weight limits for yellow perch, sunfish and horned pout.
since then these limits changed as i had said above

Justification for Administrative Rule Change: These freshwater species of fish have commercial
value and therefore are targeted, or have the potential, for harvest from New Hampshire waters for
the purpose of being sold to fish processors in other states, which is a violation of RSA 207:2.
Setting a daily bag limit for these species is intended to reduce commercial harvest interests.

Fish Habitat Biologist

Inland Fisheries Division
NH Fish and Game

Dennis Thomson sr



Can you please include my recommendations to the game board at the next meeting.

No seasonal duck blinds on WMA unless they are built and maintained by VTFW:
Many times hunters build blinds in the prime locations, use them for only a handful of
days and sit empty. Other hunters are afraid to hunt in or around the blinds to avoid
conflict. As in “This is my spot, beat it!” Many of these blinds are never removed at the
end of the season.

The placing of any stake on or in any public water or lands to claim use of a
location is prohibited and will be construed as littering on a public land or water
way:

There are numerous stakes stuck all over state waters claiming to be blinds and most of
the duck hunters | spoke to avoid the area to avoid conflict






Have a pop up window that must be agreed to before you can finish your hunting
or fishing license purchase. It should state: "l understand and agree that all
public land and waters are open to all. | understand that the placing of a blind or
sign on public land or waters does not constitute a claim to the special use of any
area and in good sportsmanship | agree to first come first use of any area.”

Change the Muzzleloader antlerless deer permit system for the Units: B, F1, F2,
J1,J2,K,N & O and be combined into one single doe permit, maybe even over
the counter.



The reason for this is that it gives hunters more opportunity to harvest a deer and does
not hold them to one assigned area for antlerless hunting. With so many extra permits in
these units left over every year it's clear that being able to travel to a better hunting area
or hunt with friends will not significantly change the harvest outcome. It gives a lot more
freedom to hunt.

Change the ruffed grouse and squirrel season to end on February 15

New York has a similar season with similar environments as Vermont. I'm not sure why
it ends on Dec 31 but my guess is that it's a historical tradition. Extending the season
will not have any significant impact on either of these species and it will give hunters
more opportunity to spend more time in the field.

Bill Kirby

Milton VT



Recommendation Related to a Petition
to: Alter Hunt of a Lifetime Moose
Season Firearm Use Iin Archery Season

to the
Vermont Fish and Wildlife Board

Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department
Agency of Natural Resources
1 National Life Drive, Davis 2
Montpelier, VT 05620-3208
802-828-1000

April 3, 2024



Petition to alter the hunt of a lifetime moose season firearm use in the archery season
portion for Special Opportunity Permit holders

Recommendation

Summary of Issues for Consideration:

February 21, 2024, Vermont Fish and Wildlife Conservation Group Petitioned for the Department to:

(1) Proposed to the Board a change in the timing and rules around the Special Opportunity Permits (SOP) for
moose to allow the hunters to use a firearm during the moose rut that coincides with the archery season for
moose

(2) Authorize use of firearms for SOP hunters during the moose archery season under 10 App. V.S.A. 33

Department Recommendation:

The Department recommends that the Board allow the Department to include this subject in a comprehensive
review of potential regulation changes. The Department in 2025 will be bringing forth potential changes to
moose hunting and transport regulations.

The Department supports the intent of Special Opportunity Permits, as authorized under 10 V.S.A. 8 4255(j), to
provide a unique opportunity to individuals with a life-threatening disease or illness.



Department Response to Proposal:

Comment/Question: “We are writing to propose a change to the current timing and rules around the youth hunt of a
lifetime for moose. We would like the board to consider allowing these youth hunters, many of whom have mobility
challenges, to hunt with a rifle during the moose rut, which usually coincides with the moose archery season.

The statute that establishes the Special Opportunity Permits (10 V.S.A. § 4255(j)) requires that these permit holders
comply with statutes and Board rules. To our knowledge, there are no statutes relating to moose hunting regulations,
so changes fall within the purview of the Fish and Wildlife Board. SOP permit holders can already choose which
season they’d like to hunt, but current Board rules (10 App. V.S.A. § 33) very specifically state that no one hunting
during archery season can take a moose by firearm. That would need to be changed to allow moose to be called in as
part of the experience for these young hunters who typically hunt with a firearm. We are happy to leave the details
and specific changes required to the board and Department staff, but think that this experience will be greatly
improved for these young hunters if their season dates were altered.”

Response:

1) The Department supports the intent of the petition and wishes to include this subject as a potential
change within the comprehensive review of moose hunting and transport regulations.

2) We do not support changing the time of the moose archery season.

Other Information to Consider:

o0 Crossbows may already be used during the archery season.

The Department's concerns include:

0 The Department prioritizes moose harvest during the regular season because important biological data
can only be collected during that season (e.g., ovulation rates from ovaries), or is most valuable during
that season because of the need to compare to data from past years (e.g., body weight). Shifting
additional harvest to the archery season could, in some years, necessitate reducing the number of archery
permits available to ensure adequate sample size during the regular season.

0 May create an enforcement issue related to archers

Potential positives in the Department’s view:

0 Hunting during the archery season may result in a better hunting experience and somewhat higher
success rate for SOP hunters.



k ) VERMONT
FisH & WILDLIFE
ConservATION GROUP

February 12, 2024

www.vtfwcg.org

Re: Hunt of a Lifetime Moose Season
Commissioner Herrick and VT Fish & Wildlife Board,

We are writing to propose a change to the current timing and rules around the youth hunt of a lifetime
for moose. We would like the board to consider allowing these youth hunters, many of whom have mobility
challenges, to hunt with a rifle during the moose rut, which usually coincides with the moose archery season.

The statute that establishes the Special Opportunity Permits (10 V.S.A. § 4255(j)) requires that these
permit holders comply with statutes and Board rules. To our knowledge, there are no statutes relating to
moose hunting regulations, so changes fall within the purview of the Fish and Wildlife Board. SOP permit
holders can already choose which season they’d like to hunt, but current Board rules (10 App. V.S.A. § 33) very
specifically state that no one hunting during archery season can take a moose by firearm. That would need to
be changed to allow moose to be called in as part of the experience for these young hunters who typically hunt
with a firearm.

We are happy to leave the details and specific changes required to the board and Department staff,
but think that this experience will be greatly improved for these young hunters if their season dates were
altered.

Submitted by the Board of the VT Fish and Wildlife Conservation Group, on behalf of our members,
VTFWCG
PO Box 207, East Charleston, VT 05833



Proposed 2024 Migratory Game Bird Hunting Seasons

Wednesday April 3, 2024

After soliciting public feedback since February 21, 2024, the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department
presents the following migratory game bird season recommendations to the Vermont Fish and Wildlife
Board. The following is a list of the proposals. Full recommendations are attached.

Hold the liberal season allowed under the USFWS federal framework related to season lengths
and daily bag limits.

2024 duck season opening.
0 Interior Zone: Saturday, Oct. 12 — Nov. 10 and Nov. 23 — Dec. 22
0 Lake Champlain Zone: Oct. 12 — Nov. 3 and Nov. 23 - Dec. 29

Resident Canada goose seasons:
0 Sept. 1—Sept. 25
0 Dec. 1, 2024 - Jan. 21, 2025

2024 migratory goose seasons opening:
0 Migratory Canada goose: Oct. 12 — Nov. 10
0 Migratory Snow goose: Oct. 1 — Dec. 31, 2024 and Feb. 24 — Mar. 10, 2025
Hold brant season: October 12 — November 10
Hold youth hunting weekend — Sept. 28 - 29
Falconry season — No changes from previous year
Hold woodcock/snipe season: September 28 - November 11.
Within the Lake Champlain and Interior Zones, hold a hybrid season for scaup that allows for a
20-day segment with a two-bird daily bag limit and a 40-day segment that allows for a one bird
daily bag limit.

0 40/1 for first 40 days of the season
0 20/2 for last 20 days of the season



2024 Migratory Game Bird Hunting Season Recommendations

Recommendation 1 - 2024 Lake Champlain Zone Duck, Merganser and Coot Seasons: That the 2024-
2025 duck, mergansers, and coot seasons of the Lake Champlain zone run from October 12 to November
3 and November 23 to December 29, 2024. Within the chosen dates, we recommend the 60-day season
with a daily bag limit of no more than 6 ducks (with species restrictions) and 15 coots.

Recommendation 2 — 2024 Interior Vermont Zone Duck, Merganser and Coot Seasons: That the 2024-
2025 duck, mergansers, and coot seasons of the Interior Vermont zone run from October 12 to November
10 and November 23 to December 22, 2024. Within the chosen dates, we recommend the 60-day season
with a daily bag limit of no more than 6 -ducks (with species restrictions) and 15 coots.

Recommendation 3 — 2024 September Resident Canada Goose Season: That the September resident
Canada goose season run from September 1-25, 2024, with a daily bag limit of 8 birds per day and a
possession limit of 24 birds within the Lake Champlain and Interior Vermont zones. New Hampshire
plans to offer the same dates within the Connecticut River zone, but with a daily bag limit of 5 birds per
day and a possession limit of 15 birds.

Recommendation 4 — 2024 Lake Champlain and Interior Vermont Zones Migrant Canada Goose Season:
That the Lake Champlain and Interior Vermont zones be set for the migrant Canada goose season to run
from October 12 to November 10, 2024, with a daily bag limit of 3 bird per day and a possession limit of
9 birds.

Recommendation 5 — 2024 Lake Champlain and Interior Vermont Zones Snow Goose Season: That the
Lake Champlain and Interior Vermont zones be set for the snow goose season to run from October 1% to
December 31, 2024 and February 24 to March 10, 2024, with a daily bag limit of 25 birds per day and no
possession limit.

Recommendation 6 — 2024 Lake Champlain and Interior Vermont Zones Brant Season: That the Lake
Champlain and Interior Vermont zones be set for the brant season to run from October 12 to November
10, 2024, with a daily bag limit of 1 bird per day and a possession limit of 3 birds.

Recommendation 7 - 2024 Youth Waterfowl Hunting Days: That the youth waterfowl hunting weekend
occur on Saturday and Sunday, September 28 & 29, 2024, within all Vermont zones.

Recommendation 8- 2024 Falconry Season: A person possessing a valid falconry permit may take
migratory game birds only during open seasons and within designated shooting times. The daily bag
limit shall be a maximum of three legal migratory game birds, singly or in the aggregate, not to exceed
restrictive daily bag limits for certain species as listed herein. Possession limit shall be equal to three
times the daily limit.

Recommendation 9 — 2024 Woodcock Season: That the woodcock season run from September 28 to
November 11, 2024, with a daily bag limit of 3 birds per day and a possession limit of 9 birds, statewide.



Recommendation 10 — 2024 Snipe Season: That the snipe season run from September 28 to November
11, 2024, with a daily bag limit of 8 birds per day and a possession limit of 24 birds, statewide.

Recommendation 11 — Hybrid Scaup Season: Provide a hybrid season on scaup that allows for a 20-day
segment with a two-bird daily bag limit and a 40-day segment that allows for a one bird daily bag limit.
The 20-day and two bird daily limit should be placed on the last twenty days within the Lake Champlain
and Interior Zone seasons of Vermont. All remaining days of the seasons will be a one bird daily limit.

Recommendation 12 — December Resident Canada Goose Season: That the December resident Canada
goose season run from December 1, 2024 to January 21, 2025, with a daily bag limit of 5 birds per day
and a possession limit of 15 birds, statewide.



2024-2025 WATERFOWL SEASONS RECOMMENDATIONS
APRIL 3, 2024

Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department
Agency of Natural Resources
1 National Life Drive, Davis 2
Montpelier, VT 05620-3905
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Executive Summary

The Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department proposes the same recommendations the Board
approved by straw vote on February 21, 2024, with changes to recommendations one, two, four,
eleven, and twelve. The Department makes these recommendations based on the following:

A consensus for change was found during the public meetings, (NY- 5 citizens and VT- 21
citizens attended) and within comments received through emails (17 emails received) to warrant
a change in Department recommendations. The two common comments were the public wished
the Lake Champlain Zone and Interior zones opened on October 12 which would reduce
pressure on the New York side and would open with goose seasons, and that the scaup hybrid
season be reversed. We received a few comments asking for additional days in October and we
received multiple comments asking for a split in the Interior zone. We also received a comment
that pointed out that we may have used the wrong Canada Goose recommendation, which upon
further investigation was correct, therefore the dates for the migratory and late resident seasons
have been adjusted.

Justifications for Recommendations Discussed through Public Input Sources

Recommendation 1 - 2024 Lake Champlain Zone Duck, Merganser and Coot Seasons: That the
2024-2025 duck, merganser, and coot seasons of the Lake Champlain zone run from October 12
to November 3 and November 23 to December 29, 2024.

e We tried to capture season days that provide opportunity for a variety of hunted duck
species during their greatest relative abundance within the LCZ.

e Even with a 60-day season we cannot meet all requests including; allowing hunting until
the end of the calendar year, hunting during peak migration for early and late migrants,
and hunting in late October/early November during peak migration of scaup.

e We have tried to provide hunting days during unfrozen conditions for both marsh and big
lake hunters, realizing we cannot predict weather conditions.

e We tried to maximize the number of weekends and holiday days to provide opportunity
to all hunters.

Recommendation 2 — 2024 Interior Vermont Zone Duck, Merganser and Coot Seasons: That the
2024-2025 duck, merganser, and coot seasons of the Interior Vermont zone run from October 12
to November 10, and November 23 to December 22, 2024. Within the chosen dates, we
recommend the 60-day season with a daily bag limit of no more than 6 -ducks (with species
restrictions) and 15 coots.

e Recommended dates are targeted to allow the most hunting days before small water
bodies freeze.

e Even with a 60-day season we cannot meet all requests including; allowing hunting until
the end of the calendar year, hunting during peak migration for early and late migrants,
and hunting in November during peak migration of scaup.

e We have tried to provide hunting days during unfrozen conditions for both marsh and big
lake hunters, realizing we cannot predict weather conditions.

e We tried to maximize the number of weekends and holiday days to provide opportunity
to all hunters.



Recommendation 4 — 2024 Lake Champlain and Interior Vermont Zones Migrant Canada Goose
Season: That the Lake Champlain and Interior Vermont zones be set for the migrant Canada
goose season to run from October 12 to November 10, 2024, with a daily bag limit of 3 birds per
day and a possession limit of 9 birds.
e The initial recommendation referenced the incorrect federal framework and was adjusted
to be 30 days instead of 45

Recommendation 11 — Hybrid Scaup Season: Provide a hybrid season on scaup that allows for a
20-day segment with a two-bird daily bag limit and a 40-day segment that allows for a one bird
daily bag limit. The 20-day and two bird daily limit should be placed on the last twenty days
within the Lake Champlain and Interior Zone seasons of Vermont. All remaining days of the
seasons will be a one bird daily limit.
e Hunters expressed interest in targeting scaup when they are in full breeding plumage later
in the year when it is easier to pick out drakes.

Recommendation 12 — December Resident Canada Goose Season: That the December resident
Canada goose season run from December 1, 2024 to January 21, 2025, with a daily bag limit of 5
birds per day and a possession limit of 15 birds, statewide.
e By taking 15 days off of the migratory season we can add 15 days to the late resident
season

In review, these are the actions the Department requests that the Board takes tonight for the
2024-2025 migratory game bird seasons: Setting the 2024 duck, goose, merganser, coot, brant,
woodcock and snipe season dates and daily bag limits, setting the 2024 youth waterfowl! hunting
weekend dates, and setting the 2024 falconry regulations.

Recommendations (Note: the recommendations that have changed since the presentation to
the Board on Feb. 21. Are highlighted)

Recommendation 1 - 2024 Lake Champlain Zone Duck, Merganser and Coot Seasons: That the
2024-2025 duck, mergansers, and coot seasons of the Lake Champlain zone run from October 12
to November 3 and November 23 to December 29, 2024. Within the chosen dates, we
recommend the 60-day season with a daily bag limit of no more than 6 ducks (with species
restrictions) and 15 coots.

Recommendation 2 — 2024 Interior Vermont Zone Duck, Merganser and Coot Seasons: That the
2024-2025 duck, mergansers, and coot seasons of the Interior Vermont zone run from October
12 to November 10 and November 23 to December 22, 2024. Within the chosen dates, we
recommend the 60-day season with a daily bag limit of no more than 6 -ducks (with species
restrictions) and 15 coots.

Recommendation 3 — 2024 September Resident Canada Goose Season: That the September
resident Canada goose season run from September 1-25, 2024, with a daily bag limit of 8 birds
per day and a possession limit of 24 birds within the Lake Champlain and Interior Vermont



zones. New Hampshire plans to offer the same dates within the Connecticut River zone, but with
a daily bag limit of 5 birds per day and a possession limit of 15 birds.

Recommendation 4 — 2024 Lake Champlain and Interior Vermont Zones Migrant Canada Goose
Season: That the Lake Champlain and Interior Vermont zones be set for the migrant Canada
goose season to run from October 12 to November 10, 2024, with a daily bag limit of 3 bird per
day and a possession limit of 9 birds.

Recommendation 5 — 2024 Lake Champlain and Interior Vermont Zones Snow Goose Season:
That the Lake Champlain and Interior Vermont zones be set for the snow goose season to run
from October 1% to December 31, 2024 and February 24 to March 10, 2024, with a daily bag
limit of 25 birds per day and no possession limit.

Recommendation 6 — 2024 Lake Champlain and Interior Vermont Zones Brant Season: That the
Lake Champlain and Interior Vermont zones be set for the brant season to run from October 12
to November 10, 2024, with a daily bag limit of 1 bird per day and a possession limit of 3 birds.

Recommendation 7 - 2024 Youth Waterfowl Hunting Days: That the youth waterfowl hunting
weekend occur on Saturday and Sunday, September 28 & 29, 2024, within all Vermont zones.

Recommendation 8- 2024 Falconry Season: A person possessing a valid falconry permit may
take migratory game birds only during open seasons and within designated shooting times. The
daily bag limit shall be a maximum of three legal migratory game birds, singly or in the
aggregate, not to exceed restrictive daily bag limits for certain species as listed herein.
Possession limit shall be equal to three times the daily limit.

Recommendation 9 — 2024 Woodcock Season: That the woodcock season run from September
28 to N