
Total Conservation Funding: 

$415,154*
Where the Money Came From

By The Numbers

Total Vermont Habitat Stamp Funds Spent: 

$129,385**

** These �gures only include Vermont Habitat Stamp Fund expenditures,  
not federal funds.* Dates are 12/01/23 through 11/30/24

The resiliency and connectivity of  of  rivers, streams, and wetlands once again dominated the headlines in 2024 as major 
Áooding occurred across the state� 7o this end� Paintaining Zildlife connections and creating healthy� resilient habitats 
continued to be a PaMor focus of  the Zork of  the 9erPont DepartPent of  Fish 	 Wildlife� 7he 9erPont +abitat StaPp 

funds e[ePpliÀed this effort in ���� and Zere used to restore a forested Áoodplain in Wolcott� to rePoYe a daP in WeathersÀeld� and 
to conserYe Zetlands and connect lands in %randon and &ornZall� 7he 9erPont +abitat StaPp Fund directly beneÀts 9erPont·s 
Àsh� Zildlife� their habitats� and the people that enMoy theP� We appreciate eYery dollar raised through this fund and Zhole�heartedly 
thank you for your continued support and interest in conserYing 9erPont·s Àsh� Zildlife� and the Zild places that support theP�

2024 Vermont Habitat Stamp Annual Report

Dead Creek Wildlife Management Area
Photo by Joshua Morse, VFWD

� Total number of donations: 14,901

� Total dollar amount: $243,888
� Amount of donations: $209,996
� Amount of interest earned: $33,892

� Average donation amount: $14.22
� Additional dollars leveraged in

federal funds: $171,266

� Dollar amount spent on WMA

improvement: $50,582
� Dollar amount spent on Aquatic Habitat

Management and Restoration: $78,803
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Birds and Beyond
,n ����� Andrea ShortsleeYe� 7raYis +art� and other 
9erPont Fish 	 Wildlife DepartPent �9FWD� 
biologists Zorked Zith priYate landoZners and 
conserYation partners to iPproYe habitat for songbirds� 
pollinators� gaPe species� and other Zildlife�

� Working with Private Landowners and Town
Forests
Andrea and Travis assisted landowners on
96 different properties in 62 towns around
9erPont� offering technical support through
one�on�one guidance and helping 9erPonters to
iPproYe their properties for natiYe pollinators�
songbirds� aPphibians� bats� Zhite�tailed deer�
turkeys� and other Zildlife�

,n addition to Yisiting priYately�oZned properties�
Andrea proYided technical assistance to seYen toZn
forests in Du[bury� 1eZbury� *oshen� Wolcott�
/incoln� Ferrisburgh� and 5ichPond to help guide forest
PanagePent plans and iPproYe Zildlife habitat on these
coPPunity�oZned properties�

Also on toZn forest property� Andrea partnered Zith
3eregrine 3roductions of  Waterbury to Ànish a ����
9erPont +abitat StaPp funded proMect on four toZn
forests in &hittenden &ounty to iPproYe Zildlife habitat�
Working Zith the &hittenden &ounty Forester and
9erPont &oYerts ([ecutiYe Director� the group created
four tZo�Pinute�long Yideos highlighting the beneÀts
of  habitat PanagePent and the 9erPont +abitat StaPp
Fund at the AndreZs &oPPunity Forest in 5ichPond�
the /a3latte +eadZaters 7oZn Forest in +inesburg�
the Preston Pond Conservation Area in Bolton, and the
0isty 0eadoZs 7rails and Forest in Westford� 7he Yideos
can be found on 9erPont Fish and Wildlife·s <ou7ube
channel�

Partnering in Conservation
,n ����� to proYide 9erPonters Zith the best
possible technical assistance aYailable� 9FWD Zildlife

biologists Zorked Zith Pore than 20 different partner 
organizations� including Audubon Vermont, the 
New England Chapter of  Backcountry Hunters 
and Anglers, the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, Vermont Coverts, Logger Education to 
Advance Professionalism, NorthWoods Stewardship 
Center, Land Ethic Vermont, Women & Our Woods 
- Vermont, UVM Extension, Vermont Woodlands
Association, the National Wild Turkey Federation,
and the Ruffed Grouse Society�

� Outreach
,n ����� 9FWD habitat biologists created and
proYided oYer tZo do]en Zorkshops� training eYents�
presentations� and Pedia interYieZs and articles� 7opics
included� alloZing hunters on priYate property� hoZ
recreation can iPpact Zildlife� the iPportance of  deer
Zintering areas� and deYeloping your oZn personal land
ethic�

2f  particular interest this year� Andrea and colleague
7raYis +art conducted a seminar for consulting
foresters and other natural resource professionals
focused on hoZ to control inYasiYe plants to beneÀt
Zildlife habitat� 2Yer �� people attended the eYent�

Cold Water Connections
9erPont Fish and Wildlife Àsh biologists continued efforts 
to restore habitat for Àsh and other Zildlife along streaPs 
and riYers throughout 9erPont in ����� During this past 
year� District Fish %iologists and Aquatic +abitat %iologist 
Will (ldridge Zorked to iPproYe aquatic organisP passage� 
iPproYe streaPside habitat� and protect and restore instreaP 
coYer� 

� Eliminating Barriers to Aquatic Organism Passage
,n ����� the &onnecticut 5iYer &onserYancy used
9erPont +abitat StaPp funds to rePoYe the Blake
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Habitat Stamp funds have helped improve turkey 
habitat across the state.

VFWD provided private landowners and 
conservation partners with technical 
assistance to improve habitat for song 
birds, pollinators, game species and  
other wildlife.
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Higgins Dam on the Sa[tons 5iYer in WeathersÀeld� 
7he obsolete daP under 8S � Zas rePoYed to restore 
the natural habitat and to reconnect the &onnecticut 
5iYer for Sea /aPprey and APerican (el� 7his 
restoration proMect Zas one of  the Àrst in the state to 
target these species� Zhich aPa]ingly Pigrate froP 
9erPont to the Atlantic 2cean each year� 

,n ����� the &aledonia 15&D used 9erPont +abitat 
StaPp funds to design replacePent structures for 
four priority aquatic organisP passage barriers in the 
Stannard Brook Zatershed in Stannard and East 
Brook in *roton� 7he neZ streaP crossing structures 
Zill restore aquatic organisP passage and enhance 
Áood resiliency on streaPs that support abundant Zild 
brook trout populations� 

Also in ����� the Friends of  the Winooski 5iYer used 
9erPont +abitat StaPp funds to study the feasibility of  
removing the Old Batchelder Dam on the Winooski 
5iYer in 3lainÀeld� 7he daP is no longer in serYice� but 
it continues to stop the upstreaP PoYePent by aquatic 
organisPs and iPpact the habitat for Piles upstreaP and 
doZnstreaP�

Will coordinated the 9FWD regulatory reYieZ of  road 
streaP crossings ensuring that aquatic organisP passage 
is proYided Zhen culYerts are repaired or replaced� 
acted as the 9FWD liaison Zith 97rans and D(& on 
aquatic organisP passage issues� Zorked Zith 11 aquatic 
connectivity groups around the state to enhance 
passage at road streaP crossings and daPs� taught riYers 
and roads trainings to state and Punicipal staff  and 
consultants� participated on the 9erPont DaP 7ask 
Force� and proYided technical assistance to regional 
efforts focused on enhancing aquatic organisP passage at 
road streaP crossings� 

� Improving Streamside Areas
7his year� Will and Fish %iologists continued to restore
a ���acre forested Áoodplain on the 8pper /aPoille
StreaPbank 0anagePent Area in Wolcott� A ����
foot berP along the /aPoille 5iYer Zas rePoYed and
reseeded Zith a Pi[ture of  herbaceous plants and trees�
WilloZ stakes Zere also planted in areas Zhere knotZeed

had been treated the preYious year� About �� acres of  
forPer hay Àeld Zere also tilled in preparation for direct 
seeding Zith Áoodplain tree species in the spring and fall 
of  �����

,n ����� the Friends of  the Winooski 5iYer used 
9erPont +abitat StaPp funds to help restore ��� acres 
of  forested riparian area on a farP along the North 
Branch of  the Winooski River in Worcester� FW5 
preYiously used 9erPont +abitat StaPp funds to plant 
trees in the riparian ]one� and this year folloZed up Zith 
critical Paintenance to ensure their continued surYiYal�

� Promoting Instream Cover
,n the Zake of  of  yet another year of  deYastating
Áooding� Will and Fish %iologists continued to educate
the public and others on the ecological Yalues of  log
MaPs for Àsh and Áood resiliency� Will and Fish %iologists
spoke about the beneÀts of  trees and boulders in
streaPs and riYers during � interYieZs Zith 79 neZs
prograPs and neZspapers� � toZn Peeting� and � 5iYers
and 5oads and � +ighZays and +abitats trainings for
97rans� Punicipalities� and others Zorking Zith road
infrastructure�

Fish %iologists also helped MuPpstart the restoration of
log jams in the headwaters of  the Waits River within
the Groton State Forest by strategically adding Zood to
oYer � Piles of  streaPs Zhere Zood had historically been
rePoYed� 9FWD Ponitoring of  prior strategic Zood
addition has dePonstrated an increase in trout nuPbers
and reconnected the Áoodplain Zhich can help Zith
Zater quality and Áood resiliency�

Room to Roam
7he 9erPont +abitat StaPp is essential for the steZardship 
of  the departPent·s ��� Wildlife 0anagePent Areas �W0As�� 
(ach dollar donated leYerages an additional three dollars 
froP the 8�S� Fish 	 Wildlife SerYice for W0A habitat 
PanagePent� 

� Improvements
During the past year� 9erPont +abitat StaPp funds Zere

The removal of the Blake Higgins Dam improves habitat connectivity 
for the American Eel. 
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Wood additions 
to the Waits River 
will increase trout 
biomass, improve 
water quality and 
help �ood resiliency.
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used at W0As throughout the state to control inYasiYe 
plant species� enhance young forest habitat� and release 
Zildlife�food producing trees�

The Narrows WMA, Benson
� FolloZing up on a ���� habitat enhancePent proMect

in a partnership Zith Audubon 9erPont Zhere ���
acres of  young forest Zere created� an additional
���acres of  inYasiYe plants Zere treated on the W0A
to control their spread� A breeding bird surYey
coPpleted in -une reYealed that seYeral Pigratory
songbirds Zere using the area� including a blue-
winged warbler, rose-breasted grosbeak, indigo
bunting, eastern wood peewee, and scarlet
tanager, aPong Pany other species�

Windsor Grasslands WMA, Windsor
� 4.4 acres of  invasive species treated, and

��� natiYe tress and shrubs Zere planted in a
partnership Zith Ascutney 0ountain Audubon
Society� 7his Zork Zill enhance shrubland bird
habitat and YieZing on the W0A� Zhich is both
a birding hot spot and a bird hunting destination�
1atiYe chokecherry� black chokeberry� alternate
leaf  dogZood� silky dogZood and shadbush Zere
aPong the fruit�producing species planted� 7hese
shrubs and trees Zill also iPproYe pollinator habitat
throughout the groZing season� proYiding pollen and
nectar sources for our natiYe pollinators�

Statewide Invasives Contract
� �� acres of  departPent�oZned lands Zere treated for

inYasiYe species at the Windsor *rasslands� 0issing
/ink� 5oaring %rook� SteaP 0ill %rook� %ill Sladyk�
(lP %rook� 7he 1arroZs� Whipple +olloZ� South
%ay and 3lyPsbury W0As in the toZns of  Windsor�
5ockinghaP� 9ernon� Walden� +olland� FairÀeld�
%enson� 3ittsford� &oYentry and ShreZsbury�
respectiYely�

� Acquisitions
9erPont +abitat StaPp funds proYide Yaluable non�
federal Patch to draZ doZn additional funds for
conserYation and land acquisition proMects�  (Yery dollar
spent during the pre�acquisition phase has the potential
to be Patched three tiPes oYer Zith federal funds
coPplete land acquisition proMects�
,n ����� 9erPont +abitat StaPp funds Zere used to
e[plore and plan for neZ land acquisition proMects in

9erPont Fish 	 Wildlife DepartPent
� 1ational /ife DriYe� DaYis �
0ontpelier� 97 ����������
������������
ZZZ�YtÀshandZildlife�coP

9erPont Fish 	 Wildlife DepartPent

the 1ortheast .ingdoP and along the 2tter &reek�  
Will Duane� the land acquisition coordinator for the 
DepartPent� is currently Zorking Zith landoZners near 
the %randon SZaPp and &ornZall SZaPp Wildlife 
0anagePent Areas to fulÀll the long�terP plan of  
connecting the %randon SZaPp and &ornZall SZaPp 
Zith public lands for hunting� angling� trapping� birding� 
and other forPs of  Zildlife�based recreation�  
For ����� 9erPont +abitat StaPp funds Zill continue to 
be used for land acquisition proMects that add public land 
for Zildlife habitat� public access� Áood Zater storage� 
and Zater quality iPproYePents�

� May Fundraiser
Donations Pade to the 9erPont +abitat StaPp
Fund during the Ponth of 0ay Zent to supporting
grassland habitat restoration and protection across the
state� *rasslands are unique and special places on our
landscape Zhich proYide habitat for a Yariety of rare and
uncoPPon species� including the eastern PeadoZlark�
bobolink� northern harrier� APerican kestrel� upland
sandpiper� and grasshopper sparroZ� 7hey are also hoPe
to Pany other species such as bees� butterflies� turtles�
Zhip�poor�Zills� turkeys� APerican Zoodcock� Zhite�
tailed deer� and Pore�
8e partnered with the Haymaker Bun Company, who
created a grassland-themed bun to sell as a fundraiser to
help increase awareness and donations for the Vermont
Habitat Stamp. Thanks to Haymaker Bun Co. and
generous public support, the overall May campaign was
a sweet success with over $38,000
raised for grasslands
restoration XorL.

Looking Ahead
7he year ���� proPises to be 
another e[citing and productiYe year for habitat conserYation� 
restoration� and enhancePent in 9erPont� We'll be 
highlighting aquatic resiliency and the benefits of Strategic 
Wood Additions to iPproYe riparian and aquatic habitat for 
brook trout and other fish species�

7hank you for your donation in ����� <our continued 
support conserYes land� protects clean Zater� and restores 
healthy Zildlife habitat for all to enMoy� 3lease help to 
continue 9erPont·s conserYation legacy by donating to the 
���� +abitat StaPp� YthabitatstaPp�coP

another e[citing and productiYe year for habitat conserYation� another e[citing and productiYe year for habitat conserYation� 
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Haymaker Bun Company 
donated portions of their 
grassland themed bun 
to the Vermont Habitat 
Stamp in May 2024. 




